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Extract from the Bio Suisse Standards Part V, Art. 3.1.1.3 and 3.1.5 incl. Appendix 2 

PRODUCER GROUPS 

Definition 

Smallholder groups1 have collective and regional structures (e.g. advice, marketing) and are controlled 
and certified by their inspection body according to the EU organic regulation (or equivalent) as a group 
of operators. 
 
The Bio Suisse Standards define two different types of certification for producer groups: 

• Producer groups with simplified certification 

• Producer groups (normal group certification). 
 
Please note: The terms ‘producer group’ and ‘smallholder group’ are used equivalently in the Bio 
Suisse Standards and have the same meaning. 
 

Producer groups with simplified certification 

Bio Suisse aims to provide smallholder groups with easier market access and give them an advantage 
over large operations. Smallholder groups in developing countries in or outside of Europe (as defined 
by the OECD DAC list) or subgroups of the same can therefore apply for simplified certification. The 
advantage of simplified certification is that Bio Suisse Standards need not be completely met. 
 
Smallholder groups may apply for simplified certification if the following criteria are met: 

• They must produce crops that are approved for simplified certification according to 
Appendix 2 to Part V, Chapter 3.1.5: Simplified certification of smallholder groups Part V. 
The group may apply to Bio Suisse for a derogation for crops that are not included on the 
list. 

• Only the crops of smallholders that organically farm all cash crops in a controlled manner 
can receive BIOSUISSE ORGANIC certification. Cash crops are crops that are mainly 
grown to be sold. If more than 50% of the harvest is destined for personal use, then it is a 
self-sufficiency crop. 

• Utilised agricultural areas of the (sub)group applying for BIOSUISSE ORGANIC 
certification do not contain any original sites that were originally high conservation value 
areas (as per Definition of high conservation value areas Part V, Art. 3.5.1) and have been 
converted to utilised agricultural areas since 2004. 

• If BIOSUISSE ORGANIC certification is only sought for some of the producers within the 
group (subgroup), separation of goods and traceability must be guaranteed for the 
products of the BIOSUISSE ORGANIC subgroup as compared to other products. 

 
These requirements are confirmed by project managers and tested at random during the inspection, 
although need not be incorporated into the ICS. Other requirements under the Bio Suisse Standards 
are dispensed with for smallholder groups that comply with the above-mentioned requirements and 
apply for simplified certification. 
 
From 1 January 2029, smallholder groups with simplified certification that use non-renewable fossil 
water (as per the definition Ban on the use of non-renewable fossil water resources Part V, Art. 3.6.3) 
to irrigate crops will no longer be certified according to the Bio Suisse Standards. 
  

 
1 Smallholder groups are equivalent to groups of operators as defined in the EU organic regulation. 



 

page 2 of 2 

Appendix 2 to Part V, Chapter 3.1.5: Simplified certification of smallholder 
groups 

 
List of all crops for which simplified certification is possible: 
 

Category Products 

Field crops Amaranth, cassava, chia, kaniwa (Chenopodium pallidicaule), 

kiwicha, quinoa, rice, sesame, sorghum, sugar cane, yacon 

Spices, medicinal plants, herbs All 

Fruits Açai, acerola, amla, apricots, araza, avocado, bananas, camu-

camu, carambola/star fruit, cherimoya, clementines/mandarins, 

dates, durian, figs, grapes, grapefruit, guanábana/soursop, 

guava (incl. cas), jackfruit, kaffir limes, kokum (Garcinia indica), 

lemons, limes, longan, longkong, lucuma, lychees, mangos, 

mangosteen (Garcinia mangostana), noni, oranges, papaya, 

passion fruit, physalis, pineapples, pitaya/dragon fruit, 

pomegranates, pomelo, rambutan, salak, tamarind 

Nuts Almonds/bitter almonds, Brazil nuts, cashew nuts, coconuts, 

hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, peanuts, pecan nuts, sacha inchi, 

walnuts 

Other permanent crops Agave, coffee, cocoa, palm trees for the production of heart of 
palm 

 
Note: The Bud marketing of products from overseas is restricted in accordance with the “Approval of 
imported products for Bud marketing”. Approved products/restrictions are published in the approval list 
at international.bio-suisse.ch. 
 

 

Producer groups (normal group certification) 

The aspects of the current Bio Suisse Standards that are relevant for smallholder groups must be 
specified in the Internal Control System (ICS) handbook and producers and internal inspectors must 
be trained accordingly. Compliance with these relevant aspects must be reviewed annually in the 
internal inspection and sanctioned in line with the ICS sanctions catalogue in the event of non-
compliance.  
 
It is possible to apply for BIOSUISSE ORGANIC certification for only some of the producers within the 
group (subgroup). All producers within the (sub)group who are put forward for certification according to 
the Bio Suisse Standards must fully fulfil the Bio Suisse Standards. They must in particular have been 
converted in their entirety. Separation of goods and traceability must be guaranteed for the products of 
producers with BIOSUISSE ORGANIC certification. 
 
For subgroups, at least 5% of the number of producers for which BIOSUISSE ORGANIC certification 
is applied for must be inspected externally. At least ten external inspections must be carried out for 
subgroups with fewer than 200 producers. All producers must be inspected externally for subgroups 
with fewer than ten producers. 
 
A maximum of seven external inspections may be carried out on each inspection day. A higher 
number is only possible in exceptional cases if, for example, a large number of smallholders with 
identical cultivation systems are directly adjacent to one another. Smallholder groups are not obligated 
to satisfy the ADEB quality requirements (in accordance with Measures for the enhancement of 
biodiversity Part V, Art. 4.2.3.2). 

https://international.bio-suisse.ch/en/approval-list/import-products.html

